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-NOTICE— 
2020 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
Echo Center, Port Alberni, BC  
Feb. 19, 2020  at 7 p.m.  

“STABBING TUBES” 
The Crew of Boilermakers is inserting the two-
inch tubes into the boiler of the 1929 “Baldwin” 
“Number 7”.  There are boilermakers inside the 
boiler to guide the tube ends into the Tube Sheet 

Photo:  D. Hooper 
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REPORT FROM THE A.P.R. ROUNDHOUSE 
For the past four months, the main activity in the Railroad Department has been the re
-build of the “No. 7” boiler.  The other activity has been the work of replacing ties on 
the “Shop Lead” (from the Roundhouse out to the main line) and in the Rail Yard.  
 
Last summer, the Boilermakers prepared two new Tube Sheets for the boiler and new 
2” boiler tubes and 5” flues for the Superheater tubes were delivered.  They were cut 
to length and the ends prepared to facilitate the installation process. The work ground 
to a halt in late October, while the Boiler Inspector pondered the status of the work.  
Finally, approval came through in mid-January for the work to continue.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

(r.) Five-inch flues (foreground) and two-inch 
tubes (background) 
(below)            Testing 
Paul Blake & Pete Geddes try tubes for fit.   
 
(below right)   Cutting tubes to length.   
Paul and Lane Boyd  check the Band saw.   
 
(bottom left)   First four tubes in the boiler . 
                “Only 130 to go!!”  
     Photos:  D. Hooper 

(Below)          “Production” - Cutting tubes 
Barry Dobrensky operates the saw while Bert 
Simpson and Pete Geddes move the tubes.   

-Page sponsored by Don Hudson- 
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   A crew of seven Boilermakers – some retired and some still active in the workforce – showed up on 
January 20 to begin “Stabbing tubes”.  By the end of the day, more than half of the 134 two-inch tubes 
were in place, hung between the two Tube Sheets.  (“Rolling” the tubes to make the boiler pressure-
tight takes a bit longer!) 

JANUARY 20 AT THE ROUNDHOUSE 

(above)           “Stabbing Tubes” 
Michael Roxbrugh passes a tube to Barry 
Dobrensky in the Smoke Box.   
(Below)       After half a day. 

(Above)   “One more tube” 
 
(Below)      “Keep those tubes a-coming”. 
 
     Photos:  D. Hooper 

(Above)  The tube ends have yet to be ‘milled’ and ‘rolled’.   
 
(Right)  Brent Pennington at the end of the day.   

—This page in memory of  DENIS GRISDALE, Long-time supporter,and page Sponsor, —  
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I.H.S. VOLUNTEERS & ACTIVITIES  
   The I.H.S. hosted several events and activities this Fall and Winter.  There was a 
“Challenger Day”  at John Casanave’s. (below & p. 10)  There was the “Christmas 
Lightup” Nov. 29 with displays, lights and entertainment.  Long-time Conductor, Barry 
Miller, took the lead with the music.  Several groups from “Community Living” visited 
the I.H.C. before Christmas and ‘little  people” from “Stepping Stones Daycare” visited 

in January.   
   The Lunchroom at the I.H.C. was the venue for a 
Christmas Social for the whole I.H.S.— lots of food, 

fellowship and some laughs. 
There were three “pop-up 
Gift Shops” at the IHC in 
December, where souvenirs 
& books were sold. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Photos:  D. Hooper 

PHOTOS 
1.Volunteers at “Xmas Light-up” 
2. Barry Miller—”Piano Man” 
3. I.H.C.—Christmas Social 
4. Daycare kids test “Euclid” 
5. Replacing ties.   
6. “Stepping Stones Daycare” 
with I.H.C. hosts.   
7. Craig Mitchell worked on the 
model in his Metalwork 12 class.  
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“SPOT NEWS” 
—is published thrice yearly and is one benefit of 
membership in the I.H.S…. and you are sup-
porting the preservation of industrial heritage 
on Vancouver Island.  Send queries or material 
to:  D. Hooper.  E-mail:  dshooper@telus.net 

MEMBERSHIP IN THE W.V.I.I.H.S. 
$20 / year.   Cash or cheque to Barry Miller 
c/o  W.V.I.I.H.S,  3250A-Ninth Ave., 
      Port Alberni, BC  V9Y 4T2 
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“No. 7” BOILER REPAIR—Progress Report  (cont’d. from p. 3) 
  The next job was to “mill” the ends of the tubes to the proper length then, to “roll” the tube ends into 
the Tube Sheets for a tight fit.  
 
As of February 7, the 2-inch tubes are all in place, along with the twenty-one larger flues for the super-
heater tubes.  The superheater tubes were all tested last week to 300 lbs. pressure.   
 
A Crew is currently installing a propane radiant heating system over the “No. 7”, to make the working 
environment less harsh for the volunteers at the Roundhouse.  A similar heating system is being installed 
over the ‘Restoration Area” in the Industrial Heritage Centre.  The systems are being funded through a 
“Community Gaming Grant” from the Government of BC.   
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

(above)  Brent milling tube ends with an air tool.   
 
(Below)  Brent and Tim are rolling tubes in the 
Smoke Box.      

   Photos:  D. Hooper 

(Above)  Grinding the ends of the big flues for the Su-
perheater tubes.  Tristan Thompson (front) and Richard 
Spencer at work.   
(Below) 
          Superheater tubes—to be placed in the big flues.  

(l.)  Rocky & 
Bert Simpson  
put the squeeze 
on a superheat-
er tube—300 lb 
pressure. 
(r.) 
Safety Meeting 
—Tubes are in;  
just need to 
finish  rolling 
them into the 
Tube Sheets.  

—Page sponsored by ‘Azalea Florists & Gifts”— 
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    The first lumber was shipped out of Port Alberni in 1861, from the newly-opened 
“Anderson Sawmill” .  The sailing ship, “Meg Merilees” made five trips to Victoria with 
loads of lumber.  The following year, 14 vessels called for lumber at the Mill.  There is 
no record of who loaded the ships but, that was the first “Longshoring” done on the 
Alberni Waterfront.   
    After the Anderson Mill closed, it took 
until the early 1900’s for the forest indus-
try to begin in earnest in the Alberni Val-
ley, prompted by the arrival of the railway 
and steam logging machines.  Lumber 
ships returned to the Harbour and long-
shoring  became  a  firmly-established  
occupation.   
   With the opening of the “Somass” 
sawmill in 1935 and the Plywood plant, 

then the Pulp Mill in the 1940s and Paper 
Mill expansion in the 1950s, Harbour activi-
ty increased greatly, too, until Port Alberni 
was the third busiest port on the BC Coast.   
  More and more Longshoremen were 
needed to move all of this volume.  By the 
1960’s, there was a 200-member Sub-local 
of the Longshoremen’s Union, with many  

    (Continued on p. 8)   

  
 
 

LONG-SHORING AT PORT ALBERNI’S HARBOUR 

   Lumber was ‘hand-stowed”on the ships.  It 
was hard work, moving the heavy planks and 
timbers.  “Peaveys” [see photo] were used to 
move and lever them into place.  Teamwork 
was critical.  Long timbers were stowed 
through ‘ports’ in the ships’ bows and sterns. 
Carpenters sealed the ports after loading.  
   It often took weeks to load a ship. 
(Below)  Loading lumber 1939—”APL” Dock 
3 Longshoremen with peaveys drag a plank 
into place.  *Note the size of the crew.   

Loading a sailing ship at “Alberni 
Pacific Lumber” dock 1919 

Photo courtesy AVM  PN 12683 

HARBOUR IN THE ‘GLORY DAYS’ in the 1960s 
Eight ships loading or waiting in the Harbour.  

(lower left) “Loading lumber at Somass Mill Dock 1950s  
 Painting by Michael Dean, courtesy of Ken Mcdonald.  

“APL” Dock 

“Somass’ Dock Paper Dock 

Photo courtesy   AVM  PN4933 

Photo courtesy AVM  PN  13074 

Plywood Mill 

—Page sponsored by the Port Alberni Port Authority— 
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SANDY MACHAM—UNLIKELY HISTORIAN  
 
“Hey, I’m just a heavy-duty mechanic.  I can’t spell.”   

Sandy Macham spent his working life in the logging 
camps of central Vancouver Island, servicing and repairing 
the heavy trucks and machines.  When he began work at 
“Macmillan-Bloedel’s” Nanaimo Lakes Division in the 
1960s, he caught the tail-end of the ‘Steam Era”.  “MB” 
still was using the “1055” 1929 “Baldwin” steam engine to 
take log trains down to the big mill at Chemainus.   

Sandy did some work on the loci before it was re-
tired from log-hauling in 1969.  Twenty-five years later, 
he was part of the crew that restored the same locomotive 
– now with it’s old “Alberni Pacific” road number, “Seven” 
- to operation for the tourist train service to the McLean 
Mill National Historic Site.   

Now, twenty-five more years later, Sandy is busy at 
work on his fifth book!—not bad for a ‘heavy-duty mech-
anic that can’t spell.” 

Sandy comes by his love of history honestly.  It is in 
the family blood.  His great uncle, who used to work in the 
“No. 1” mine in Nanaimo, was a keen photographer.  He once saved for a 
whole year, just to buy a lens for his camera.  Sandy’s Dad and uncle were 
also amateur photographers.  They worked in the logging industry, when 
forestry replaced coal-mining as the economic driver on mid-Vancouver Is-
land after World War One. 

He says that he was always interested in history. He said that, in the 
1960’s, he went to see Harry Olsen, an accountant and local historian, in 
the “MB” Chemainus Sawmill office, to show him some of his Dad’s old pho-
tos.  Olsen said “You’re the only one interested in this stuff and I am too 
close to it to write about it.” 

A visit to Sandy’s house in Nanaimo shows many photos – in boxes or 
on the dining table – if he is the midst of preparing a book.   He says, “I 
know what they are.”; “Every picture tells a story” and “I feel a responsibil-
ity” (to tell it.) 
 Sandy got his start as an author, writing articles for a logging history 
magazine, “Tall Timber & Short 
Lines”.  He said that this is what 
gave him the confidence to even 
think of undertaking a book.    

Sandy, with camera 
Photos:  D. Hooper 

Sandy between K.G. Campbell (l.) and 
Rollie Hurst, in front of the “CANFOR 
No. 112” at the APR Roundhouse.  
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SANDY MACHAM—UNLIKELY HISTORIAN (cont’d. from p. 7) 
Not surprisingly, his first book featured his home town.  He published 

“Chemainus 1862-2012:  A Town Built Upon Lumber” in 2013.  Included are many 
photos from the family collection…. with the stories. 

A slim volume on the  salvage of “CANFOR 112”, a 1923 “Baldwin” 2-6-2 lo-
comotive from Beaver Cove, on north Vancouver Island, followed in 2015.  

Sandy’s most ambitious project – “Last of the Railway Loggers”, on rail log-
ging in the Nimpkish Valley – followed in 2018.   With almost 400 pages of text, 
photos and maps, this book is a ‘monster’.  The “story grew in the telling” , as 
Sandy found more and more photos and gleaned more and more information.  
“Chemainus & its Logging Railways” was published in 2019.  Sandy’s work is an in-
valuable addition to the Rail and Logging History of Vancouver Island. 

And, he still has more photos in his boxes, or “more stories untold”.  Book 
#5 is in the works. 
  *Ed. Note:  Sandy’s last three books will be available at the AGM on Feb. 19.  

* * * * * * * * * * 
“LONGSHORING” (cont’d. from p. 6). 

casuals’ on the wait-list.  There were many First Nations on the crews.  I.H.S. founding mem-
ber, Mark Mosher, was a Longshoremen….and Ken Macdonald, too.  
 The 1960s and ‘70s were a period of great change.  There was pressure to speed up 
loading, to reduce a ship’s time in port.  Freighters became larger 
and larger with more sophisticated loading systems.  Handling lum-
ber became more and more mechanized.  Forklifts constantly im-
proved their performance.  Lumber was packaged in standardized 
bundles and hand-stowing ended.  Longshore crew sizes and num-
bers began to drop.    
...To be continued next Issue with “Stories from the Waterfront”. 
— This article is thanks to the encouragement and assistance of 
Ken Macdonald, (pictured) retired Longshoreman, who has been a 
mainstay at the IHC for more than 12 years.  Acknowledgements to  
Jan Peterson’s  “The Albernis 1860-1922” for information and to 
Kirsten Smith at AV Museum for photos. 

* * * * * * * * * 
“THE TRUCKS ARE PARKED.” 

   The “Rayner & Bracht” sign that hung outside the Shop on 
Tenth is now about to be hung on the wall inside the IHC.  
The once-prominent local trucking company is no more.   
  The Company, which recently has specialized in chip and ‘hog fuel”-hauling, had had 

little work since last July, due to the strike at 
‘APD’ sawmill.  The Shop has been purchased by 
Joe Hawkins.  Some trucks are sold; others are 
for sale.   
   In 2018, the Company celebrated it’s 70th Anni-
versary and a brief history of the company was 
featured in this Newsletter and the AV News.  Ja-
mie Bracht said that 
he is  
     grateful to the Al-

berni Valley for 71 - 1/2 good years.                            

Photos:  D. Hooper 



9  

box, where there are two 
seats.  Fine tuning is still 
taking place on the little 
truck.  (Below: Hydraulic pump 
behind “Hercules” engine.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MODEL ‘EUCLID’  
Over the past six months, Les Stevens has been building a small “Euclid”, modelled on 
the “Euc “ that was restored at the IHC in 2019.  A “Hercules” engine powers a hydrau-
lic pump that drives the rear wheels.  The truck is driven from a console in the dump  

Photos are viewed in clock-
wise order, starting from the 
upper left corner of the page.  
This shows the project at the 
beginning of October.  The 
photo in the middle shows 
grandson, Kellen, beside the 
model, to give perspective.  

  Photos:  D. Hooper 

Photo:  Jean Stevens  

—This page sponsored by “Probyn Log”  (Larry Spencer)— 
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“Christmas Light-up” at the Train Station  Nov. 29
 1937 “White”   Photo:  D. Jones 

“Challengers’” Day at John Casanave’s October 1st 
John and the I.H.S. hosted this event, to show off the 
model “Challenger” on  the rebuilt mine truck. 

                    Photo:  J. Casanave.  

—Page sponsored by “Schill Insurance”— 


